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PORT COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE
BLACK DIAMOND GALLERY, 
66 Commercial Road, Port Adelaide 
Phone: 0435 981 070
mail@portcommunityartscentre.com.au 
www.portcommunityartscentre.com.au

PCAC
 

The Port Community Arts Centre was proud to sponsor 
two Commended Awards in the Port Adelaide and Enfield 
Councils’ annual Adelaide Schools Art Prize (ASAP). We have 
supported this celebration of emerging youth artists since 
it first started as the Youth Art Festival.

The award presentation evening, held on September 5, 
was a vibrant showcase of student artistry. John Ford OAM 
presented the PCAC sponsored awards.

This year’s recipients were:

CELEBRATING YOUNG ARTISTS:
PCAC Commended Awards at ASAP 2025

•	� Abby from Urrbrae Agricultural High School for her whimsical ceramic piece, Wonky Wonders.

•	� Gillean from Mount Carmel College for her evocative digital artwork, A Girl Who Does Not Dream.

Each winner received a 12-month PCAC membership and a $50 cash prize to encourage their artistic journey and 
welcome them into our creative community.

ASAP continues to provide a vital platform for young artists to be recognised and PCAC is honoured to support 
these participating emerging artists.

While exhibitions, workshops, social gatherings 
and private classes remain at the heart of PCAC, 
2025 has seen a flurry of behind-the-scenes activity 
that’s reshaping how we operate, connect and plan 
for the future.
This winter, we trialled Humanitix for our Members’ 
Afternoon Tea, a welcome shift from manual bookings. 
The system worked smoothly for both volunteers 
and attendees and will now be used for future events 
requiring registration.
After delays due to demolition and roofing works, the 
long-awaited mural in Queen Charlotte Square was 
completed in November. Conceived by PCAC and funded 
by Council, the mural was painted by Partha Bala, John 
FordOAM and Jennie Fitzpatrick. We encourage you
to view it next time you visit the gallery or workshops.
The inaugural UNframed exhibition has been 
enthusiastically received with all packs sold and a 
few extras made up. Huge thanks to Erin Roud for 
conceiving the idea and to Erin and Louise Davies for 
compiling 130 packs. Timed to coincide with the Port 
Christmas Parade, Santa’s Cave and cruise ship visits, 
UNframed promises to be a vibrant celebration. 

With your help in spreading the word, we hope it 
becomes a regular fixture on PCAC’s calendar.
Looking ahead, PCAC is entering a new chapter.  
We have applied to CreateSA for funding to develop 
a new website: a contemporary, informative and 
accessible platform that reflects our values and makes 
it easier for visitors to engage, members to connect 
and the Board to communicate. We will know if the 
grant application has been successful in December.
We’re also exploring acoustic treatments for the 
gallery to enhance usability and continuing 
conversations with the City of Port Adelaide Enfield 
Council to ensure PCAC is recognised as a key 
stakeholder in precinct planning.
From how we welcome new members to how we 
imagine our exhibitions, spaces and digital presence, 
PCAC is entering a new chapter. Thank you for being 
part of this journey. Your support, presence and 
participation are what make PCAC an ambitious and 
connected community arts organisation.

Happy art making — the PCAC Team

  FROMFROM
          The BoardThe Board    NOVEMBER 2025NOVEMBER 2025

mailto:mail%40portcommunityartscentre.com.au?subject=
http://portcommunityartscentre.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/PortCommunityArtsCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/portcommunityarts/
https://portcommunityartscentre.com.au
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OUR FEATURED ARTIST: Dona Cook

Dona Cook

In this edition’s feature article, we meet Dona Cook and learn about 
her life-long artistic journey. Her story is one of the enduring powers 
of artistic self-expression and the deep connections art can foster.

From a young age, creativity was my constant companion. My mother 
encouraged it; she even let me paint pictures directly onto a bedroom 
wall. I was captivated by stories of my father, a gifted painter known for 
his incredible artistry. That sense of wonder has stayed with me.

At eighteen, I joined the Navy as a Women’s Royal Naval Service writer 
and when required, I was asked to design posters for events and create 
scenery and backdrops for plays in my spare time. Art has always been 
quietly woven into my life.

For a time, work took precedence and I stepped away 
from painting. But I never stopped sketching, especially 
while on holiday. Retirement provided more time and 
I entered an exhibition at Marion Shopping Centre where 
my art sold, which ultimately encouraged me to enter more 
exhibitions. Now, I regularly exhibit across South Australia 
and have private sales in both South Australia and Victoria.  

Sharing art brings joy and fosters connection across 
cultures and communities. It’s also a wonderful way 
to discover new places and venues. Continued P3
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OUR FEATURED ARTIST: Dona Cook

Painting gives me a deeper awareness of life’s intricacies. Over the years, I’ve met wonderful people 
through the shared thread of art. It creates a sense of connection that’s hard to replicate. I’m fortunate 
to be surrounded by a creative family who shares my passion for both life and art.

As a self-taught artist, I’ve explored different genres through 
close observation. I paint what I feel and see spontaneously. My 
genres range from Contemporary to Post-impressionism and 
Expressionism, but I’m especially drawn to figures. I’ve been told 
my work evokes a dreamy romanticism, often inviting viewers into 
quiet scenes of contemplation. I enjoy reimagining the old masters 
with a contemporary twist. There’s so much to learn from their 
work, more, I think, than we can from technology alone.

My preferred medium is water-based oils. They are safe for artists 
and the environment. They are easily manipulated, retaining the 
main qualities and techniques of traditional oils. The colours are 
also beautiful.
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FROM TOP: Peoples Choice Award: Sunset at Tennyson, Tamara Filatov; 
Harbournation, Larissa Rogacheva; Nance Schembri with John Rivalk; 
Sandhills & Salt Lakes, Ros McDougall; Shimmering Seal, Rose Harasym.

The Port Community Arts Centre’s third members’ 
exhibition for 2025, Experimental, was opened on 
Saturday, August 2. Chair, Rose Harasym was the MC 
and Johan Rivalk, proudly representing our long-time 
sponsor, ADBRI, officially opened Experimental. The 
gallery bubbled with energy as 88 guests filled the space. 
There were many familiar faces with a significant number 
of newcomers.

The exhibition showcased 84 works by 50 talented 
members. Judging was undertaken by Nancy Forrester 
of Jackalope Studio Gallery, who commented: ‘Thank 
you for this opportunity, as I enjoyed the challenge and 
thoroughly delighted in viewing all your works of art.’

SALA EXHIBITION
'Experimental’
3 - 17 August 2025

Gallery sitters reported enthusiastic feedback from visitors, many commenting 
on the exceptional standard of work. Over the course of the exhibition, 745 
people visited, which was 53 per day. This was nearly double the attendance 
of our previous show. Sixteen artworks were sold, representing 19% of the 
exhibition and marking a significant increase in recent sales.

We extend heartfelt thanks to our exhibiting artists for distributing flyers, to 
members who shared the exhibition across their social media platforms and to 
Jon Burke for his imaginative posts on PCAC’s social media channels, supported 
by his professional photography.

The People’s Choice Award 
drew 473 votes. The winning 
artwork was Sunset at Tennyson 
by Tamara Filatov. Again, voting 
was exceptionally close — Claire 
Colbey and Erin Roud each 
missed the top spot by a single 
vote, while John Ford and Larissa 
Rogacheva each missed out by 
two votes.
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FROM TOP: Johan Rivalk presenting Eliza Au with 
Best in Exhibition: Landscape Fantasy; John Ford OAM, 
Catfish; Karen Johns, Starling; Johan Rivalk with Kate 
Foster, Aberdeen  Street.

Finally, congratulations to our prize winners.

BEST IN EXHIBITION
Eliza Au, Landscape Fantasy, Watercolour.

Prize sponsored by ADBRI & PCAC

BEST IN LANDSCAPE/EXTERIOR CATEGORY    
Ros McDougall, Sandhills and Salt Lakes, Textile.

Prize sponsored by Flinders Ports

BEST IN SEASCAPE WATER OR FLORA     
Larissa Rogacheva, Harbournation, Watercolour. 
Prize sponsored by Tik Tax

MERIT AWARDS 
Anne Collins, Patient Hunter, Watercolour.
Prize sponsored by Altaire Art & Supplies

Kate Foster, Aberdeen Street, Reduction Linocut. 
Prize sponsored by Port Mall News Agency

Erin Munchenburg, Leaf, Watercolour.
Prize sponsored by PCAC

John Ford OAM, Catfish, Watercolour.
Prize sponsored by PCAC

Frances Pastuch, Mouse Cheese Server, 
Scrolled Timber. Prize sponsored by PCAC

Karen Johns, Red Berries, Graphite
Prize sponsored by PCAC

PEOPLE’S CHOICE
Tamara Filatov, Sunset at Tennyson,
Watercolour. Prize sponsored by PCAC

BEST IN FAUNA      
Rose Harasym, Shimmering Seal, Graphite.

Prize sponsored by PCAC

BEST IN PEOPLE/STILL LIFE        
Nance Schembri, Madeline, Collage.
Prize sponsored by PCAC
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mail@portcommunityartscentre.com.au
by Rose Harasym, Editor

EDITORIALEDITORIAL  
November 2025

As I pulled a packet of D-rings, my latest art 
purchase, from my handbag, I had a sudden 
realisation: over time, my handbag has quietly 
transformed into a miniature art supply store.

It has housed a rotating cast of creative essentials 
— pencils, permanent markers, paint pens and 
small sketchbooks. Erasers often tumble around 
the bottom like lost treasures. I’ve even retrieved 
small tubes of paint, short rulers and the occasional 
roll of masking tape.

There’s a quiet satisfaction in being able to produce 
the exact item someone needs at an unexpected 
moment, simply because it happened to be living 
in my handbag.

It makes me wonder, am I alone in this? Or is the 
art-supply handbag a common thing among artists 
everywhere?

Congratulations to PCAC member 
Coralie Kappe, who recently 
marked her 90th birthday.
Coralie has been part of our 
community since June 2003. 

We’re delighted to celebrate this 
milestone with her and wish her 

continued joy, good health and many 
more birthdays to come.

Afternoon
TEA

On Saturday, 30 August,
more than 20 members gathered
for a relaxed and lively
Members' Afternoon Tea
in the Black Diamond Gallery.
Conversations flowed easily as members shared
stories, swapped ideas and pulled out their phones
to show examples, learning from one another about
the many forms art can take.
PCAC’s exhibition curator, Erin, was on hand to chat about D-rings
and how they work with our hanging system. Her explanations were clear
and practical, supported by real examples that made the process easy to understand.
Adding to the cheerful atmosphere, PCAC recently received a generous bequest of art supplies.
These were thoughtfully sorted into six prize bags for door prizes and several lucky members left 
with their arms full of creative inspiration.

Coralie turns

mailto:mail%40portcommunityartscentre.com.au?subject=
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ABOUT STILL
                      LIFE
10 QUICK FACTS

  1.	� Definition: Still life art focuses on inanimate objects, like fruits, flowers, or 
everyday items, arranged thoughtfully to explore themes such as beauty, 
decay and time.

  2.	�Historical Roots: The genre has ancient origins but flourished in the 17th-
century Netherlands, where artists like Pieter Claesz depicted domestic 
objects reflecting the era's wealth and values.

  3.	�Symbolism: Objects in still life often carry deeper meanings: a wilting 
flower might symbolize life's transience, while a skull could denote mortality.

  4.	�Cultural Snapshot: Still lifes act as time capsules, offering insights into the 
social, economic and cultural contexts of their periods.

  5.	�Notable Artists: Artists like Jan Brueghel the Elder and Pieter Claesz were 
still life pioneers, while modern artists continue to reinterpret the genre.

  6.	�Modern Evolution: Contemporary artists have expanded still life into 
various media, including photography and installation art, pushing its 
boundaries.

  7.	�Australian Perspective: In Australia, still life has reflected diverse 
influences from early colonial depictions of local flora to vibrant modern 
interpretations by artists such as Margaret Preston and Cressida Campbell.

  8.	�A Creative Playground: Still life lets artists experiment with colour, texture 
and composition, offering freedom to explore both realism and abstraction.

  9.	�Educational Value: Studying still life enhances understanding of 
composition, lighting and symbolism, making it a valuable practice for artists.

10.	�Enduring Appeal: Despite being once considered a lesser genre, still life 
continues to captivate artists and audiences with its depth and versatility.

This has been adapted from “10 Things You Need to Know About Still Life” by Pallant House Gallery. 
Original article available at pallant.org.uk

Across two Sundays, one in July, the other in September, 
PCAC members joined ceramicist Jane Alyce-Humphreys for 
a hands-on journey in clay. With over 60 years of experience, 
Jane first introduced slab-building techniques and a playful 
array of imprinting tools. Guided by her gentle expertise, each 
participant explored these methods and created a series of 
unique decorative and functional forms.

Several weeks later, during the second masterclass, we 
returned to glaze our bisqueware. The process began with 
waxing the bases of our pieces, followed by layering vibrant 
NZ-made underglazes beneath a clear glaze. The final firing 
revealed a joyful collection of glossy, expressive wares.

Participants played and learned about the nature of clay 
during these immersive masterclasses. We’re grateful to Jane 
for her generosity and to each participant for bringing their 
hands, playful exploration and companionship to the studio.

I learnt some simple but very effective techniques to 
enhance the visual appeal of my pottery pieces. It was 
a wonderful way to spend two Sundays. Leony
I attended the Clay Play masterclasses and really enjoyed 
them. Jane’s expertise was much appreciated. It was a 
friendly and relaxed group. Thank you, everyone. Kathy
The clay workshop was an invaluable experience, as 
Jane has so much knowledge to share. As an art student, 
I’ve been able to apply that knowledge to my current 
practice and it’s made a huge difference. Adele

CLAY PLAY MASTERCLASSESCLAY PLAY MASTERCLASSES

https://pallant.org.uk/perspectives-10-things-you-need-to-know-about-still-life/


PCAC EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 2025	
	 EXHIBITION TITLE	 HAND IN DAY	 OPENING EVENT	 CLOSE

Members' Exhibition	
Title: "CREATIVE HORIZONS"

Exhibition	
Title: "UNFRAMED"

27th September
11am to 2pm

22nd November 
11am to 2pm

19th October

14th December

4th October 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

29th November 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

OUR SINCEREST THANKS TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS: 
Flinders Port Holdings / Adbri Cement / City of Port Adelaide Enfield

Tick Tax Tax Accountants / Altaire Arts & Supplies / Port Officelinx / Snap Printing Hilton / Port Mall Newsagency
Mark Butler MP, Federal Member for Hindmarsh | Susan Close MP, State Member for Port Adelaide

PCAC TUTORED ART CLASS SCHEDULE 2025

   MONDAY 

WATERCOLOUR/ACRYLIC:  9.00am - 12noon and/or 12.30pm - 3.30pm Tutor: John Ford OAM, Mob. 0400 593 987

CHILDREN'S ART — School Terms Only:  4.00pm - 5.00pm Tutor: Penny Mortimer, Mob. 0438 458 936

   TUESDAY

GENERAL ART:  (Painting, Drawing, Pastels, Mixed Media, etc.) 

                               9.00am - 12noon Tutor: Claire Colbey Mob. 0412 211 007

GRAPHITE REALISM:  12.30pm - 3.30pm Tutor: Terry Jackson Mob. 0422 968 803

   WEDNESDAY

WATERCOLOUR/ACRYLIC:  9.00am - 12noon Tutor: John Ford OAM, Mob. 0400 593 987

*MEMBERS PRINTMAKING COLLECTIVE (No Tutor):  1.00pm - 4.00pm Mob. 0435 981 070

*MEMBERS POTTERY COLLECTIVE (No Tutor):  1.00pm - 4.00pm Mob. 0435 981 070

CHILDREN'S ART — School Terms Only:  4.00pm - 5.00pm Tutor: Penny Mortimer, Mob. 0438 458 936

   THURSDAY

CLAY WITH PENNY:  For Schools by Appointment:  12noon - 3.30pm Tutor: Penny Mortimer, Mob. 0438 458 936

SUBURBAN ART:  7.00pm - 9.00pm Tutor: Graham Benson-Smith Ph. 8268  3273

   FRIDAY

WATERCOLOUR:  10.00am - 1.00pm & 1.30pm - 4.30pm Tutor: Alan Ramachandran Mob. 0431 289 133

   SATURDAY

*MEMBERS POTTERY COLLECTIVE (No Tutor):  1.00pm - 4.00pm Mob. 0435 981 070 

   SUNDAY

POTTERY:  10.00am - 12.30pm Tutor: Naomi Nomespotter Mob. 0439 975 802

*COLLECTIVES ARE FOR PCAC MEMBERS ONLY 
Enquiries: Contact Tutors directly.

A diverse range of art classes are available for both Members and the wider community in the PCAC workshops. Classes 
are held in the workshop areas behind the Black Diamond Gallery at 66 Commercial Road, Port Adelaide. Led by 
experienced private tutors, each class is tailored to suit the needs and skill levels of participants. There are options for all 
age groups with class fees varying based on subject, duration and other factors. Many fee structures are very reasonable.


