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PORT COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE
BLACK DIAMOND GALLERY, 
66 Commercial Road, Port Adelaide 
Phone: 0435 981 070
mail@portcommunityartscentre.com.au 
www.portcommunityartscentre.com.au

PCAC
 

     The David Roche Gallery on 
Melbourne Street, North Adelaide, recently 
presented Nature Revealed: Rosa Fiveash 
and Ellis Rowan, exhibiting over 180 exquisite 
botanical illustrations and artworks. Both Fiveash 
and Rowan documented South Australia’s 
wildflowers, leaving behind a vivid and detailed 
legacy of our native flora. Remarkably, this was 
the first time works by these two artists had 
been shown together.

Ellis Rowan (1848-1922), born in Victoria to 
a well-connected and affluent family, was 
encouraged to be independent in her artistic 
pursuits by her father and husband. Her passion 
for painting florals took her far and wide. This 
was highly unconventional at the time. Though 
her work wasn’t always botanically precise, 
her distinctive style rendered her subjects 
unmistakably recognisable. She created over 
1,000 paintings — most of which still exist today.

Rosa Fiveash (1854–1938 was born in 
Adelaide, into a business family, trained 
as an art teacher, and taught both in schools
and privately. Renowned for her meticulous
eye, she famously used a microscope to capture the minute details of the plants 
she painted. Her finely observed works are celebrated for their scientific accuracy 
and she also illustrated numerous academic papers. Fiveash collaborated with 
Dr. R. S. Rogers for over thirty years, illustrating orchids for his botanical 
publications. Both artists worked in watercolour and gouache on toned wove 
paper. The colours have retained their vibrancy and appear not to have faded over 
time. They also did beautiful paintings on porcelain, as shown in this exhibition.

The Nature Revealed exhibition was thoughtfully curated to complement the 
elegance of this beautiful gallery space. I was fortunate to attend a guided tour 
and came away enriched by the guide’s deep knowledge and insights into the 
lives and work of these two exceptional women artists.                  Rose Harasym

IN FULL BLOOM 
The Artistry of 
Rosa Fiveash & Ellis Rowan

mailto:mail%40portcommunityartscentre.com.au?subject=
http://portcommunityartscentre.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/PortCommunityArtsCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/portcommunityarts/
https://portcommunityartscentre.com.au
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On Saturday, May 31st and June 21st, PCAC 
members delved into the world of graphite artistry 
in exclusive masterclasses led by the accomplished 
Terry Jackson. With her wealth of experience, Terry 
guided participants through a dynamic exploration of 
graphite techniques, teaching them how to create rich 
values, striking textures and lifelike fur.

Each attendee received a graphite kit and had the 
opportunity to work from three distinct reference 
images, ensuring a hands-on, immersive experience. 
Terry’s expert guidance unlocked the secrets to 
creating standout drawings. She provided numerous 
invaluable tips that, when applied, immediately 
elevated the artworks. 

Members Graphite MasterclassesMasterclasses

mail@portcommunityartscentre.com.au
by Rose Harasym, Editor

EDITORIALEDITORIAL  
August 2025

Like many families these days, we now have several cars 
— but only one driveway. Getting to the one we actually 
want to drive involves choreography worthy of a traffic 
controller. Who knew my life would be straight out of 
"The Castle", when Darryl Kerrigan calls to his son:

Darryl: "Oh, Steve, could you move the Camira? I need to 
get the Torana out so I can get to the Commodore."

Steve: "I'll have to get the keys to the Cortina if I'm gonna 
move that Camira."

Darryl: "Yeah, watch the boat, mate."

Steve: “Yep.”

A double driveway is impossible, so I’ll have to wait for the 
kids to leave home! At least we don’t have a boat — yet!

As pencils glided over paper, participants became engrossed 
in their craft, many remarking on how quickly the day flew 
by. During the afternoon break, attendees enjoyed a change 
of pace. The 1st group attended the opening of the Showcase 
Exhibition by John Ford and Katherine Demchenko. In contrast, 
the other group visited the opening of the Two Ways of Seeing 
Exhibition by Azyz Sharafy (USA) and Partha Bala (Australia) at 
the Black Diamond Gallery — both exhibitions were inspiring 
complements to already enriching days.

As someone with no experience using graphite, I was intrigued 
by what can be achieved with so little.   Robyn

The PCAC Board fully 
appreciates Andrew 

Streeter’s three years 
of service on the PCAC 

Board, including his 
recent tenure as Chair. 

His leadership and 
warm presence 

will be missed
and he leaves

with PCAC’s
thanks and best
wishes for what

lies ahead.

Thankyou

Terry was down-to-earth, motivating, and highly talented. She made the complex simple. We were all soon confidently 
drawing and shading with tonal values. Some of us to a good standard (myself included) and others to an even greater 
one. A wholehearted 10/10 for both Terry and the PCAC Board.   Michelle 
The class was conducted in a relaxed manner as Terry passed on her extensive knowledge and skills through 
demonstrations and individual tuition. It was very pleasing to see the overall high standard achieved at the end 
of the day.   Ian
Thank you for organising an enjoyable and informative workshop.   Jane

mailto:mail%40portcommunityartscentre.com.au?subject=
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DAVID CHIHULY
in the Adelaide Botanic Garden

From September through to late April, the Adelaide Botanic 
Garden was transformed by the dazzling glass artistry of 
David Chihuly. This major exhibition — Chihuly’s first in 
the southern hemisphere — featured over 25 breathtaking 
installations, drawing more than one million visitors.

Sculptures were thoughtfully positioned throughout the 
gardens, with 16 works placed outdoors, nestled among 
trees, garden beds, and ponds. A further 10 pieces were 
displayed inside the Bicentennial Conservatory, their vivid 
forms glowing beneath the dramatic vaulted canopy.

The exhibition was open by day and also came alive after dark. Many locals 
made the most of both experiences — wandering among the luminous 
glassworks at night and returning to enjoy them in full sunlight. The interplay 
between the art, light, and natural surroundings made each visit unique.

Thanks to the generosity of 
Dr Pamela Wall OAM, Chihuly’s 
exquisite Glacier Ice and Lapis 
Chandelier, crafted specifically 
for the Palm House, now 
shines as a permanent fixture 
in the garden. Chihuly in 
the Botanic Garden was an 
unforgettable celebration 
of art and nature — bold, 
beautiful, and deeply inspiring. 
It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience in Adelaide.

We’ve been wearing our thinking caps!

Over the past couple of years, the Board has received several requests to host 

an end-of-year exhibition of small artworks. The thinking is: smaller works could 

mean more affordable prices, making them perfect additions to Christmas 

shopping lists.

A couple of months ago, I came across an ad for Sydney’s “Incognito” art exhibition 

— and it sparked an idea: why not adapt something similar for PCAC?

And so, we’re excited to announce “Unframed”— a joyful and affordable art 

exhibition and market, running for two weeks in late November and early 

December. Our goal is to encourage as many members as possible to participate: 

by entering their work, helping spread the word far and wide and joining us 

in creating a festive, art-filled experience.

Here's the twist: For $10, PCAC will sell you a pack that contains everything you need to enter the 

exhibition, except for your art medium and your creative magic. That's it. No framing. No entry fee.

The packs will be for sale at the SALA Exhibition Opening Event and on Hand-back Day. Additional sale 

days will be announced later.

So go on — get creative. Let’s make this a celebration to remember!

Erin Roud, PCAC Secretary

FROM  THE  SECRETARYFROM  THE  SECRETARY  AUGUST 2025AUGUST 2025
(Announcing PCAC's inaugural UNFRAMED EXHIBITION)
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OUR FEATURED ARTIST: Penny Mortimer

Penny Mortimer

Ceramics is my favourite medium. I love sculpting with clay whenever I 
can, although between teaching and parenting, time is scarce! I also enjoy 
painting murals, both solo and in collaboration with the community. Lately, 
printmaking has caught my interest; making lino print Christmas cards each 
year is a highlight.

I grew up as the seventh child in a creative family in Largs Bay. With a 
passionate librarian father and former kindergarten teacher mother, our 
home was filled with books, art, music, and love, and just one street from 
the magical sea. I spent my childhood sketching, climbing trees, and getting 
lost in fairy tales. At the age of eight, my brother suggested I try art classes 
at Ruth Tuck Art School. It quickly became a sanctuary. I returned year after 
year, and in 2003, I joined the staff as a teacher. I still run classes there today.

I studied at the North Adelaide School of Art and Adelaide 
College of the Arts, graduating in 2003 with a Bachelor of 
Visual Arts and Applied Design. Ceramics was my major 
— though I often joke I also majored in courtyard/pub 
studies! Surrounded by brilliant, eccentric peers, I thrived 
creatively and had enormous fun.

I joined group exhibitions and contributed to public 
murals. I'm currently working on new mural projects in 
Alberton. Continued P3
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OUR FEATURED ARTIST: Penny Mortimer

From P2
After art school, I completed a postgraduate degree in 
Primary Education at UniSA while teaching at Ruth Tuck.

 I went on to teach at the Dominican School Semaphore 
and spent 12 years as the art teacher at Kirinari 
Community School.

I taught weekly art sessions through Aboriginal Housing, 
supporting families overcoming domestic violence and 
homelessness. Other projects have included workshops 
with adults with acquired brain injuries and Parkinson’s.

In 2005, I began after-school art classes for primary-aged 
children at the Port Community Arts Centre, where I still 
teach on Mondays and Wednesdays. Our sessions strike 
a balance between technique and play — whether we're 
exploring clay, creating dreamscapes with paint 
or crafting vibrant mixed-media works. 

I’m fortunate to work alongside Jesse Thompson, a talented 
former student and UniSA Visual Arts student. It’s a joy to 
teach with someone whose journey I’ve been a part of from 
the beginning.
For the past 2.5 years, I have also run weekly clay workshops 
for Edmund Rice Flexi School in the PCAC workshops. 
I truly believe, as Picasso said, “every child is an artist.”
When given the right materials, guidance, and 
encouragement, children create the most beautiful and 
surprising artworks. Their honesty, enthusiasm, and 
creativity continue to inspire me. These classes nurture each 
child’s natural artistic expression.
I feel so grateful to be able to share the magic of art in the 
heart of our Port community — and to keep learning from 
the little artists who walk through the door each week.
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The Port Community Arts Centre’s second members’ exhibition 
for 2025, For Colour Sake, opened on May 10 with a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere. Vanessa Tulloch, Councillor from the City 
of Port Adelaide Enfield, officially opened the exhibition, which was 
attended by 57 guests.

Visitors enjoyed viewing the diverse works on display, engaging 
in lively conversation about the art, and catching up with fellow 
members and friends. The relaxed setting made for a delightful 
afternoon.

A total of 36 artists contributed 60 artworks to the exhibition, 
showcasing a vibrant mix of styles and media. Among them were 
23 watercolours, 11 acrylics, 8 oils, and 18 works in various other 
forms. Once again, the Flora and Fauna category proved to be a 
favourite with participating artists.

During the exhibition, 395 people visited the Black Diamond Gallery, 
and 5 artworks were sold. This accounted for approximately 8% of 
the exhibited artworks.

Several artworks were very popular with visitors. The People’s 
Choice votes required a recount, as there was only a one-vote 
difference between the four highest vote-getters. Congratulations 
to Paul Burnett for his oil painting, Kirton Point, which took first 
place. In second was Partha Bala’s Gum Blossom, followed by Dean 
Wiles’ The Pond in third. Tamara Filatov’s Sunset Colours rounded 
out the top four.

FROM TOP: Exhibition opener, Vanessa Tullock with PCAC 
Board members, Erin and Rose. Merit Prize: 'Song Birds' by 
Margaret Contibas, Mosaic. Merit Prize: 'The Pond' by Dean 
Wiles, Photograph. Merit Prize: 'Holding On' by Robyn Schrama, 
Watercolour. Merit Prize: 'Calming Blue'by Erryn Munchenberg, 
Watercolour. BOTTOM: Vanessa Tullock with prize winners.

10TH - 25TH MAY 2025

‘FOOR
COOLOOUR 

SAKKE’’
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:Karen Johns with her Best in Exhibition work, 'Alfresco 
Dining'. Partha Bala with his First Prize in Flora work, 'Gum Blossom'. Tamara Filatov 
with her Best in Landscape and Seascape work, 'Sunset Colours'. Merit Prize: 'North 
Terrace Lamp Post' by Christine Davis, Oil. Liz Carpenter with her Frist Prize work in 
the Combined Category, 'Italy Street'.

BEST IN CATEGORY WINNERSBEST IN CATEGORY WINNERS
Landscape/Seascape CombinedLandscape/Seascape Combined
Tamara Filatov, ‘Sunset Colours’, Watercolour. 
Prize sponsored by Flinders Port Holdings.

Flora
Partha Bala, ‘Gum Blossom’, Fabric Ink. 
Prize sponsored by PCAC.

PEOPLE, ABSTRACT & STILL LIFE Combined
Liz Carpenter, ‘Italy Street’, Watercolour. 
Prize sponsored by ADBRI.

BEST IN FAUNA & BEST IN EXHIBITION
Karen Johns, ‘Alfresco Dining’, Coloured pencil. 
Prize sponsored by PCAC.

MERIT WINNERS
Flora/Fauna 
Margaret Contibas, ‘Song Birds’, Mosaic. 
Prize sponsored by Port Mall Newsagency.

Robyn Schrama, ‘Holding On’, Watercolour. 
Prize Sponsored by Altaire Arts.

Landscape/Seascape Combined
Christine Davis, ‘North Terrace Lamp Post’, Oil. 
Prize sponsored by PCAC.

Dean Wild, ‘The Pond’, Photograph. 
Prize sponsored by PCAC.

Combined Category
Erryn Munchenberg, ‘Calming Blue’, Watercolour. 
Prize sponsored by PCAC.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE WINNER
Paul Burnett, ‘Kirton Point’, Oil. 
Prize sponsored by PCAC.



PCAC EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 2025	
	 EXHIBITION TITLE	 HAND IN DAY	 OPENING EVENT	 CLOSE

Members' Exhibition
Title: "ON THE EDGE"

Members' Exhibition
Title: "FOR COLOURS SAKE"

Members' Exhibition
Title: "EXPERIMENTAL"

Members' Exhibition	
Title: "CREATIVE HORIZONS"

Exhibition	
Title: "UNFRAMED"

22nd February
11am to 2pm

3rd May
11am to 2pm

26th July
11am to 2pm

27th September
11am to 2pm

22nd November 
11am to 2pm

16th March

25th May

17th August

18th October

14th December

1st March 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

10th May 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

2nd August 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

4th October 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

29th November 
Doors open 1.30pm for 2pm start

OUR SINCEREST THANKS TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS: 
Flinders Port Holdings / Adbri Cement / City of Port Adelaide Enfield

Tick Tax Tax Accountants / Altaire Arts & Supplies / Port Officelinx / Snap Printing Hilton / Port Mall Newsagency
Mark Butler MP, Federal Member for Hindmarsh | Susan Close MP, Deputy Premier of South Australia, State Member for Port Adelaide

PCAC TUTORED ART CLASS SCHEDULE 2025

   MONDAY 

WATERCOLOUR/ACRYLIC:  9.00am - 12noon and/or 12.30pm - 3.30pm Tutor: John Ford OAM, Mob. 0400 593 987

CHILDREN'S ART — School Terms Only:  4.00pm - 5.00pm Tutor: Penny Mortimer, Mob. 0438 458 936

   TUESDAY

GENERAL ART:  (Painting, Drawing, Pastels, Scratchboard, Mixed Media, etc.) 

                               9.00am - 12noon Tutor: Claire Colbey Mob. 0412 211 007

   WEDNESDAY

WATERCOLOUR/ACRYLIC:  9.00am - 12noon Tutor: John Ford OAM, Mob. 0400 593 987

*MEMBERS PRINTMAKING COLLECTIVE (No Tutor):  1.00pm - 4.00pm Mob. 0435 981 070

*MEMBERS POTTERY COLLECTIVE (No Tutor):  1.00pm - 4.00pm Mob. 0435 981 070

CHILDREN'S ART — School Terms Only:  4.00pm - 5.00pm Tutor: Penny Mortimer, Mob. 0438 458 936

   THURSDAY

CLAY WITH PENNY:  12noon - 3.30pm Tutor: Penny Mortimer, Mob. 0438 458 936

SUBURBAN ART:  7.00pm - 9.00pm Tutor: Graham Benson-Smith Ph. 8268  3273

   FRIDAY

WATERCOLOUR:  10.00am - 1.00pm & 1.30pm - 4.30pm Tutor: Alan Ramachandran Mob. 0431 289 133

   SATURDAY

*MEMBERS POTTERY COLLECTIVE (No Tutor):  1.00pm - 4.00pm Mob. 0435 981 070 

   SUNDAY

POTTERY:  10.00am - 12.30pm Tutor: Naomi Nomespotter Mob. 0439 975 802

*COLLECTIVES ARE FOR PCAC MEMBERS ONLY   Enquiries: Contact Tutors directly.

A diverse range of art classes are available for both Members and the wider community in the PCAC workshops. Classes 
are held in the workshop areas behind the Black Diamond Gallery at 66 Commercial Road, Port Adelaide. Led by 
experienced private tutors, each class is tailored to suit the needs and skill levels of participants. There are options for all 
age groups with class fees varying based on subject, duration and other factors. Many fee structures are very reasonable.


