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  PORT COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE 
                

BLACK DIAMOND GALLERY 
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    See page7  
 for dates and  

information about  
members’ 
exhibitions  

in 2021 

Port Adelaide Visitors  Information Centre Art Gallery                                                                                            
       

 

 

 

Gallery opening hours  
Wednesday to Friday 10am –3pm       
Saturday and Sunday 10am –5pm 
Closed Monday and Tuesday 

Mainly Marine  

By Renown Marine Artist  

John Ford 

Great News for portrait painters! 

Gerhard Ritter has agreed to run a full day portrait 

painting workshop for us. 

It will be held in the gallery sometime later this year.  It 

will be able to accommodate 15 artists. 

We will give more details as they come to hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board is also working  on finding artists to run some 

different  workshops this year, they will not all be about 

painting. 

It almost feels like we are getting back to near normal. 

 

 

Gerhard Ritter 

We knew some of you were  hanging out for an 

exhibition,  after having only one last year due to 

Covid restrictions, we just didn't realise how many of 

you were champing at the bit to get this one up and 

running. You have blown us away with the amount 

and quality of the art you have produced. 

Kaleidoscope of Colour is going to be an amazing 

exhibition.  

Would you believe 114 pieces of art produced by  52 

artist were handed in on Saturday 20/02/20 
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Welcome to the first newsletter of 2021. 
The past year has had many challenges for 
organisations such as ours and I know that 
individuals also have been rather stressed. 
Hopefully we are now entering into a new 
year with new creative ideas and with at 
least four-member exhibition opportunities 
this year, you will all have plenty of creative 
avenues to take advantage of. 

I would like to remind you all that you have 
a great team which has kept our 
organisation afloat since the COVID-19 
visited us.  

Sometimes being a board member can be 
thankless, but personally mostly very 
rewarding. It can be fulfilling to see ideas 
created around a table come to fruition 
that benefit you all. 

Finally, thanks to my fellow board members 
who have worked hard to ensure we have a 
very active programme for 2021 and to 
you, our members, for your continued 
support during the year to forget. 

John Ford, Chair 

 

From the 

Chair 

 

Our very popular, Christmas Decoration workshop, was held in the 

gallery late last year and was attended by several of our members 

who, with the kind assistance of Julie Meadows and Erin Roud, were 

each able to make several striking, decorative pieces with which to 

adorn their homes at Christmas.  

Karen Johns and Gaylene Watson—their smiles say it all 

     Art Ford 

From dainty, angel mobiles to classy, bauble-bouquets, everyone 

utilized their ‘arty-crafty’ skills to produce some wonderfully 

creative pieces.   

Membership fees  

It’s not too late…. 

 

It’s understandable that as 2020 was such a 
strange year, some members may have 
delayed paying their membership or it may 
have simply slipped their mind.  However, 
it’s still not too late.  For those who wish to 
enter their works into our Fringe exhibition, 
they can simply complete a  membership 
slip and pay their fees on hand-in day (Sat. 
20 Feb) prior to submitting their works or 
anyone can renew online at our website: 
www.portcommunityartscentre.com.au  

 
Claire Colbey 
Membership Coordinator  
memberships@portcommunityartscentre. 
com.au  
Mob: 0435 981 070  

http://www.portcommunityartscentre.com.au
mailto:memberships@portcommunityartscentre.com.au
mailto:memberships@portcommunityartscentre.com.au
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Erin Roud 

assembling the first 

element of her grand, 

centre-piece. 

Pine cones, berries and a little greenery  add the 

finishing touches to these beautiful sparkly stars, and  

plaque ready to hang on your front door, or window.  

They look really good just laying on a coffee table, too. 

 And just look at another of the pretty table posies. 

A highlight of the day was to witness an amazing, 

floral Centre-piece being assembled  from start to 

finish by Erin, our resident florist extraordinaire.   

The completed table centre-piece 

  A great day was had by all and 

we can’t wait to see what other 

decorative delights can be 

found for us to make next 

Christmas.  It really is  truly 

incredible what can be done 

with a few bits and bobs, pop-

sticks, glue and glitter.        

 

By Claire  Colbey 
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Our Featured artist 
John Ford 

John Ford 

John settled in Birkenhead in 1991 with partner Jennie and it was 

at this time the decision was made to follow his creativity and 

pursue a full time art career 

 

With numerous exhibitions and art awards to his credit, John is 

one of South Australia’s leading artists. John’s work has been 

commissioned for many Australian and international, private and 

corporate collections. These include Make a Wish Foundation, 

S.A. Maritime Museum, Royal Australian Navy, Australia Post, 

Encounter 2002 Official Event and the ABC series, “The 

Navigators”. SA Aviation Museum. National Cancer Council 

Research Foundation. John is also a renowned marine artist 

whose artwork displays the subtle hues and intricate detail of the 

water colour style.  

 

 

While his works are substantially based on maritime themes,  

Johns portfolio also includes historical buildings, steam 

locomotives, military subjects and animals. 

 John had been a weapon fitter for the Royal Air Force in the UK, 

serving in Northern Ireland and operations in the Middle East. 

When he was discharged in 1975, after 18 years service, the oil 

crisis was starting to bite,  unemployment was on the rise and he 

saw the writing on the wall. 

Arriving in Sydney in November 1975 and not really liking  the city,  

too much hustle and bustle for him and he wasn’t that keen on his 

job either, he really loved art and someone who knew that said to 

him, “You would really love Adelaide.”  It was a wonderful time to 

arrive in Adelaide, the Festival Theatre was being built and money 

was being poured into the arts: He was in the right place at the 

right time. 
Accolade 11 

STY One and All 

Fordson Tractor 

After arriving in Adelaide John was employed as a fitter 

with quite  few companies. Some of  his many tasks over the 

years he has  worked on include zinc plating, working in tool 

rooms, maintenance fitting and even on Juke boxes and pinball 

machines! Remember them? 

In 1982 John was part of the inaugural committee to set up 

and  build the sail training ship the One and All.  His 

responsibilities were fundraising and the creation of the 

volunteer membership program.  After 12 years on this 

committee John was made the first Ships Purser.  He is still on 

the Board of the Friends of the sailing ship One and All.  
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Editorial 

Editor: Erin Roud 
Contact address: PCAC Newsletter  
66 Commercial Rd. Port Adelaide. 
Email:newsletter@ 
portcommunityartscentre.com.au 
 
This year I managed to take the 
Christmas tree down before the 
traditional 12 days after Christmas. My 
tree decorations are quite precious to 
me, some were special gifts and some 
collected over many years  from 
different countries, so packing them 
away is done carefully, each piece is 
wrapped in tissue, then they are 
placed in boxes which in turn go  into 
large plastic tubs before being tucked 
away in the garage. While this sorting, 
wrapping and boxing was taking place 
I was thinking about the amount of 
Christmas decorations that end up in 
land fill every year mainly because 
people think the time to pack  and 
store them away is not worth it, after 
all  you can buy a bucket load of them 
for just a few dollars so why bother 
storing them for a year. 
Some people who don’t want to store 
them,  give them to the Op shops in 
the fond belief it saves them from 
ending up in land fill, if only they knew 
that most Op shops don’t have the 
space to store Christmas decorations 
as most of them will only  sell just 
before Christmas, so what do they do 
with them? You guessed it, they send 
them to land fill. 
 If just half the people, who normally 
dispose of their Christmas decorations 
every year,  stored them away and 
used them the following Christmas It 
would save us importing a huge 
amount of shiny, glittery  plastic only 
for it to end up in our landfill. For 
those of you who  say, I only buy one 
special piece every year, have you 
tried making that special piece, may 
be  out of recycled material or air fired 
clay, give it ago you might surprise 
yourself, it’s a great activity to involve 
family and friends, if you add a bottle 
or two of wine and a few nibbles 
before you know it you will have 
created a new family tradition.   
If nothing else you will be doing your 
part to reduce the 
amount of plastic 
going into land fill. 
 
Erin 

John is a Fellow of the Australian Society of Maritime Artists, State Vice President of 

Australian Society of Maritime Artists, Chairperson Port Adelaide Community Arts Centre, 

Member Friends SA Maritime Museum, Life Member and Board member of the Friends of the 

One and All Sail Training Association, Former Community representative Port Adelaide 

Renewal Steering Committee, Deputy Chair Adelaide Brighton Cement Community Liaison 

Group, and a tour guide for the Port Adelaide Enfield Council.  

On Australia Day 2013 John received a citizen of the year Award from Port Adelaide Enfield 

Council for services to the Arts and the Community.  

Migrant Ship to SA 

Garratt 409 

John accepts commissioned 

work, the chosen subject is 

always meticulously 

researched and the artwork 

carefully   executed.  

Johns contact details: 

fordmarineart@bigpond.com 

Johns students enjoy his relaxed supportive approach to teaching. Students are free to paint 

any style they like in his classes.  He will help them with the techniques to enable them to 

produce an art work they are really proud of.   

He encourages his students to enter their art into art  

exhibitions and is very pleased  for them when they win 

prizes and sell their art work. John has a great sense of  

humour and tells a good yarn. 

John and Jennie were enjoying 

cruising  up until Covid restrictions 

turned them into landlubbers.  

While they are not holding their 

breath to get back to cruising it 

has been said that they have their 

bags packed just in case. 

Peterborough Cathedral UK 

John teaches art professionally at 

the Port Community Arts Centre, 

with programs catering for 

beginners through to advanced 

artists.  He is known as an excellent  

tutor with an amazing  instinct for  

colour and colour mixing.  His 

knowledge of  perspective is 

immense  and he generously shares 

his art knowledge with his students.   
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Art is worth more than the time and materials 

method. Also there are artists that can produce 

amazing work in a few hours and the hourly rate 

just doesn’t cut it! On the other hand some artist 

take hundreds of hours to finish something – 

charging by the hour could get outrageous. 

 

The really interesting things about painting prices 

though, is that they are almost always connected 

with who the artist is. A scribble done by Picasso 

would be worth a lot at a Sotherby’s Auction, but 

a scribble done by an average artist alive today 

would find itself in the Auctioneers rubbish bin – 

worthless! 

 

The above is an extreme example, but more or 

less that is how it works in the art world. High 

prices have come from building a reputation and 

a following. Needless to say it usually takes 

many years to accomplish. 

 

I know one artist that did excellent abstract work 

and he approached a gallery and asked them to 

sell them for thousands, just like some of the 

other artists in their fold. Of course they said it 

was impossible, even though he couldn’t see 

why not. It’s not about the work, it’s about the 

name. 

 

Start off by selling at low prices and build up over 

the years if they are selling well. There are no 

real shortcuts unless you become notorious for 

other things – notoriety is a great seller. 

 

Calculating price on the size of a painting is a 

good method, this way you can gauge your price 

rises correctly and there is never any guessing 

game when someone asks you the price". 

 

Happy Painting 

 

Putting a price on your paintings               
(A Blog by Mike Barr) 

 

"Once an artist goes public with their work by 

putting them up for sale, it often presents a 

problem that we all face. How much is it worth? 

 

The question really is, how much will people pay? 

 

For people who don’t care much for art, it’s worth 

nothing!  Not everyone will like what we do, no 

matter how amazing it might be, how many 

hundreds of hours it took to produce or how 

expensive the materials were. 

Of course there are a group of people who love 

and can afford original art, and these are the ones 

who appreciate their worth. 

 

With all this in mind we strive to find a way to price 

our work and there are some interesting 

viewpoints. 

 

One that is popular is the ‘time and materials’ 

method. This is where we tally-up the cost of 

materials and work out an hourly rate. 

 

This may be okay right at the beginning of our 

painting adventures and at the very least we 

should cover our expenses. It also puts us in the 

category of anyone who has to charge for their 

time – from a tradesperson to a lawyer. 

Town Hall Rain – one of my favourite subjects! 
Reproduced with kind permission of Mike Barr. 
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Our sincerest thanks to our loyal sponsors: 

Adelaide Brighton Cement - Argo Restaurant - Mark Butler Federal MP for Hindmarsh  - Art to Art- Port Art Supplies . 

Port Mall Newsagency  - Snap Printing Hilton - Dr Garry S. Itzstein - Flinders Ports . 

Port Officelinx - Susan Close MP for Port Adelaide - RM Nicol & Associates. 

 

 

Exhibition Entry Forms Deliver Art Opening Event Exhibition Dates Collect Art 

Fringe Exhibition 

Kaleidoscope of Colour 

On or before 

Sat 20th Feb 2pm 

 

Sat 20th Feb  

11am to 2pm 

Sat 27th Feb  

2pm 

Sun 28th Feb to 

Sun 14th March 

Sun 14th March 

4pm to 5pm 

History Week Exhibition 

Once upon a time……….. 

On or before 

Sat 24thApril 2pm 

Sat 25th April 

11am to 2pm 

Sat 1st May 

2pm 

Sun 2nd May to 

Sun 16th May 

Sun 16th May 

4pm to 5pm 

 

Sala Exhibition 

Yet to be Titled 

On or before  

 July 7th 2pm 

Sat 7th July 

11am to 2pm 

Sat 14th Aug 

2pm 

Sun 15th Aug to 

Sun 29th Aug 

Sun 29th Aug 

4pm to 5pm 

 

 

To be announced 

 

To be announced 

 

To be announced 

 

To be announced 

 

To be announced 

 

To be announced 

2021 Members Exhibitions 
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Monday    

9.00 am —12.00 pm Watercolour / Acrylic John Ford    (0400 593 987) workshop 

12.30 am —3.30 pm                Watercolour /  Acrylic John Ford    (0400 593 987) workshop 

4.00 pm — 5.00 pm 

 

Children's Art Penny Mortimer  (0438 458 936) workshop 

Tuesday    

9.30am — 12.00pm Mixed Media Art 

                      

Claire Colbey (0412 211 007) Workshop 

1.30pm — 3.30pm Private class (NEAMI) Vass Hay (0412 350 148) workshop 

Wednesday    

9.30am — 12.30pm Watercolours / Acrylic John Ford    (0400 593 987) workshop 

1.00pm — 4.00pm Members Printmaking Group 

 *Members Collective   

Enquires to Ros McDougall   

(0429 691 423) 

Pottery Workshop 

4.00 pm — 5.30 pm 

During school terms 

Children's Art Penny Mortimer (0438 458 936) workshop 

Thursday    

1,00pm — 4.00pm Comet Arts (private Class) Vass Hay (0412 350 148) workshop 

7.00pm — 9.00pm Suburban Art Graham Benson-Smith 

(82683273) 

workshop 

Friday    

10.00am —1.00pm Watercolour Alan Ramachandran              

(0431 289 133) 

workshop 

Saturday    

1.00pm — 4.00pm Members Pottery Collective  

*Members Collective     

Enquires to Renae Williams  
(0444 591 100) 

Pottery Workshop 

Sunday    

 *Collectives are for PCAC        

Members only 

  

ART CLASS SCHEDULE  

 2021 


